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FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
So, as everyone receiving this likely knows, we ended up having
to cancel our concert on December 16th when a severe sleet and
ice storm hit our area just hours before we were scheduled to
perform. With many of our musicians and audience members
coming from areas with significantly icy roads that lasted
through the afternoon and into the evening, we felt it was safest
to try to reschedule. When efforts to do so did not work out due
to busy holiday season schedules, we decided to simply look
forward to future endeavors. So much hard work was put into
the music for the concert, and everyone was disappointed that
we couldn’t share it with family and friends, though Skip and I
can truly say that it was simply a pleasure to be able to rehearse
these great pieces through the season with this wonderful group
of dedicated musicians. And, it can at least be said that we all
enjoyed playing a terrific dress rehearsal!
Fortunately, Mother Nature was kind and did not give us such a
hard time this past Sunday when our members who signed up to
perform in chamber groups had the opportunity to play at
Salem United Methodist Church’s Epiphany Service/Concert.
Ensembles included strings, brass, woodwinds, a guitar and flute
duet, and a recorder trio, concluding with a chamber orchestra
selection that was performed in “surround sound” style with
groups staged in all corners of the church. The event was a great
success, and we look forward to these chamber ensembles
playing out and about in the community in the spring as well!

Now we are taking a little hiatus from rehearsals and performances and starting the planning process
for our spring season. More information regarding our full orchestra rehearsal and performance
schedule is posted later in the newsletter, and an email will be sent out to performing members in
February with the prospective program.

If anyone reading this knows someone who would like to join us (especially players of orchestral
string instruments - violin, viola, cello, bass), please pass on my email address and have them contact
me by March, if possible, so that we can be prepared to provide them with music at the first rehearsal.
Hope you are all enjoying a happy and healthy start to the New Year!
Yours in music,
Christina

OUR COMMITTEES IN ACTION
Our Communications/Branding Committee is still working to complete design of our webpage, which
we anticipate being up and running within the next couple of months. We hope to have a link
available in the February newsletter.

CALL FOR HISTORICAL INFORMATION
We are looking for historical information from anyone
who may have participated in this organization when
it first started as the “Averill Park Strings,” or was
involved when the group transitioned to the “Averill
Park Winds & Strings,” and then the “Averill Park
Community Orchestra.” We want to put together a
comprehensive document with information from
multiple sources, so if you have anything you would
like to share, please email Christina and we will
include it in the history section of our webpage.
It should be mentioned that contributions will be subject to editing, as we will likely be creating one
unified document out of whatever we receive, and credit will be given to all contributors.
Thanks in advance to anyone who provides some information. We look forward to sharing
background about our organization with current members and the community.

OUR CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Here is a link to our Google calendar, which will eventually be available on the website.
https://calendar.google.com/calendar?cid=aGFpamV0NWt1ZWRtZTlibDFibWxzcGZoYWdAZ3JvdX
AuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
Spring Practices and Concert (Sectional rehearsals TBA)
Wed. 3/6
Wed. 3/13
Wed. 3/20
Wed. 3/27
Wed. 4/3
Wed. 4/10
Wed. 4/17
Wed. 4/24
Wed. 5/1
Wed. 5/8
Wed. 5/15
Wed. 5/22
Wed. 5/29
Sun. 6/2

Rehearse in AMS band room from 7 to 8:30 PM
Rehearse in AMS band room from 7 to 8:30 PM (6-12th grade concert at HS)
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*** NO REHEARSAL *** (Spring Recess)
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Rehearse in APHS band room from 7 to 8:30 PM (7-8th grade concert at AMS)
Rehearse on APHS stage from 7 to 8:30 PM
Concert in APHS auditorium at 3:00 PM
(Please arrive by 2:15 to tune, warm up, and run a few spots)

LOOKING FOR ORCHESTRA AND CHAMBER MUSICIANS
FOR THE SPRING
If you want to perform in a chamber music group this spring, please let
Christina know by March 1, so that music and events can be adequately
planned for late spring. We hope to perform at area nursing homes and in
other community locations.
Additionally, let Christina know if you would like to be on a Chamber Music
Committee to assist with planning music and events for these groups.
SEE OUR APCO MEMBERS PERFORM IN OTHER LOCAL MUSIC EVENTS
Coffeehouse: Cameos for a Cause*
Saturday, January 26th, 7:00-9:00 PM
Church of the Covenant – Averill Park, NY
*This concert is to raise funds to assist Lynette Cole, the pastor who lost nearly all of her belongings
when the Schroon Lake Community Church and adjoining parsonage burned in a fire earlier this
month.
In these weeks following the December holidays, there is usually some down time for groups in the
region. Check in next month to see what our members are performing in during February!
If you are a member and are performing in an event next month, please let Penny Semeiks
(pennysemeiks@nycap.rr.com) and Andrea Indelicato (niftysquirrel@yahoo.com) know so that we
can get the word out in the newsletter.

COMPOSER’S CORNER
Edvard Grieg (1843-1907)
Grieg is a national hero in Norway, not only because he was its greatest composer, but more especially
because he was the musical embodiment of the land and its people.
When he was young, Grieg did not think he would become
a musician. At school in Bergen, he was regarded as both
lazy and stupid. He devised all kinds of ingenious methods
for being sent home from school or for coming to school
late. When he was six years old, his mother playfully placed
him in front of the piano, which was a thrill he never
forgot. A year later he begged his mother for lessons. He
wrote his first composition by the time he was 12 and at 15
he was enrolled at the Conservatory in Leipzig, graduating
in 1862.
He made an excellent impression when he played some of
his piano pieces at a public concert in the Gewandhaus but
he didn’t like anything he’d written so far. He was imitating
the style of the German Romantic composers and knew he
would have to arrive at a more personal style if he was to
achieve recognition as a composer. In search of something,
he left to live in Copenhagen in 1864 where he met a young
Norwegian musician named Rikard Nordraak (1842-1866), composer of the Norwegian national
anthem. Nordraak introduced Grieg to Norwegian folk songs and dances which inspired him to create
authentic Norwegian music.
With Nordraak, he helped found a Nordic music society which was concerned with performing the
music of Norwegian composers. He wrote his first work for orchestra and submitted a piano
arrangement of the piece to the Stockholm Academy of Music, which received first prize. After
Nordraak’s death in 1866, he continued to gain acclaim by arranging a concert of Norwegian music
and founding the Norwegian Academy of Music. Grieg worked tirelessly to win recognition for the
music and composers of his native land and was even encouraged by Franz Liszt (1811-1886). Before
long, his piano music became something of a household fixture in musical living rooms everywhere.
He wrote his most popular work in 1876, the incidental music to Henrik Ibsen’s Peer Gynt, which was
soon heard throughout Europe.
In 1885, Grieg finally realized a lifelong ambition and had a villa named Trollhaugen built outside
Bergen in a secluded setting on the Hardanger Fjord. On a rock overlooking the fjord he had a special
hut for his piano and music, and there he composed. He lived in Trollhaugen for the rest of his life. It
wasn’t long before the villa became a mecca for the music lovers of the world. The stream of admirers
became so steady that Grieg had to post a sign: “Edvard Grieg does not desire to receive callers earlier

than four in the afternoon.” His 60th birthday in 1903 was celebrated almost as a national holiday.
Commemorative concerts were also given throughout the world.
On his way to England in 1906 to participate in the Leeds Festival, he suffered a heart attack and died
in his sleep a few days later. Despite his wishes for a simple ceremony, he was given a state funeral.
An orchestra played some of his elegiac pieces as 57 representatives of foreign governments and
musical organizations placed wreaths near his body. More than 400,000 Norwegians lined the streets
of Bergen when his ashes were taken back to Trollhaugen to be interred in a grotto overlooking the
fjord.

Geiranger Fjord, June 2017. Taken while on a cruise
along the coast of Norway - Andrea Indelicato

Peer Gynt Suite No. 1, Op 46, “Morning”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dyM2AnA96yE
Two Elegiac Melodies, Op 34, “The Last Spring”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VCBSTkRUEg

